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WHY BLACK LIBERATION MONTH

Black Liberation Month is our attempt to unite
with the founders and supporters of Negro History
Week, and join their emphasis on study with our
emphasis on struggle. Moreover, the concept of
Black Liberation Month more accurately reflects
the needs of our movement, particularly the need
to build on the massive participation of people in
the upsurge of struggle during the 1960’s.

Carter G. Woodson, noted Afro-American
nationalist historian, founded Negro History Week
in 1926. In addition to the newspaper column of
].A. Rodgers, this was the major source of infor-
mation that Black people had about their history.
Every year in schools, churches, civic and political
organizations, Negro History Week has been a
time for historical reading and discussion.

We believe that Negro History Week has made
a great contribution to mass awareness of Black
History. Moreover, the recognition of Negro His-
tory Week has caught on, and has become an
intellectual tradition in the 20th century Afro-
American experience. However, times have
changed considerably since 1926. In political and
cultural terms, the time has come to transform
our orientation: from Negro to BLACK, from
History to LIBERATION, from Week to MONTH.

The revolutionary upsurge of the 1960’s is our
most recent historical experience of massive
militant protest. It continues to be a rich source
of lessons for current and future struggles. BLACK
LIBERATION MONTH unites with Woodson's
effort, but does so by raising it to a higher level
based on the lessons of the 1960's.

In sum, our study of history must be linked with
the revolutionary history of the Black liberation
movement, Our goal is not simply to symbolically
institutionalize a change in our yearly calendar of
events, but to use this month as one more way to
raise the consciousness of the masses of people
about the historical nature of exploitation and
oppression, to unite people around a correct polit-
ical line, and to mobilize people to actively take
up the struggle for Black liberation.
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Who was Martin Luther King, Jr.?

Why was he killed?
Was he our greatest leader?

What does the King holiday mean?

How can we keep moving forward?
When should we act?

MARTIN
LUTHERKING JR

RELEE

¥

STUDY GUIDE /COURSE OUTLINE

Cooperative Research Network in Black Studies

MLK Study Guide
AVAILABLE NOW

A full study guide to five books by
Martin Luther King, Jr., including
study questions, and a supplemen-
tal bibliography is available. This
guide is essential for all serious stu-
dents.
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On the basis of struggle, mass widespread support resulted
in Congress and President Reagan making the third Monday
of every January the official federal holiday for marking Dr.
Martin Luther King’s birth. (He was actually born January
15, 1929.) This is an excellent opportunity to remember the
great activities, victories and defeats, of the 1950’s and 1960’s.
King was a great religious leader, a great Black leader, and
the source of inspiration for many of us to think about rev-
olution. The greatest opportunity is for all of us to act today
as King would have acted, to find injustice and protest about
it, to find someone to help, to make evil uncomfortable wher-
ever it sticks its ugly head.

THE DANGERS OF COMPLACENCY

But while we have to praise Stevie Wonder and the many
others who worked so hard for this recognition, we have
to be wary of this federally sponsored act. One might get
suspicious from the signatures on the act, and yet the real
story is revealed. The act was signed by Tip ONeil, Strom
Thurmond, and Ronald Reagan. This is one liberal, one
hard core racist, and one cold blooded conservative rolling
back all of the victories King fought so hard to make. We
should not be fooled that King is now supported by these
people, because if he was still alive he would be fighting
these very people today.

LET RESISTANCE BE OUR MOTTO!

Everyone should study Kings life and the lessons of the
civil rights struggle. In no case should we let the white
racist government, and the media define our movement.
We have to fight being lazy, pick up some material and
READ FOR OURSELVES. If you stay lazy then you will
be ignorant and the system that killed King physically
dead will simply keep you mentally dead.

The second thing is that everyone should be actively
supporting at least one local community struggle to make
the world a better place. With your block club, PTA, church,
etc. fight to make the local merchants give better service,
cheaper goods and hire local residents, fight against slum
housing, inferior schools, etc. These are the kinds of ac-
tions to get with right now. Frederick Douglass said it
clearly: “Without struggle there is no progress.” Re-
member, God helps those who help themselves!

Lastly, now that we have a holiday for King, it is time
that we begin the fight to make Malcolms birthday a fed-
eral holiday. The federal government, the Black middle
class, and Black politicians must be willing to support
that hero, that great leader of ours. Without Malcolm,
King is only one side of our story. The federal act encour-
ages people “to reflect on the principles of racial equality
and nonviolent social change” from a government waging
war all over the world. Congress set up a Commission for
one year but failed to appropriate any funds at all. Are
they serious? Are we suppose to believe that something
substantial has been done?

Perhaps the greatest danger is that people will begin to
take King for granted and forget that he was an important
part of the struggle. When the beast which preys upon the
meek issues a holiday for all, complacency is likely to set
in. But when we put the strengths of Martin and Malcolm
together we shall overcome the beast as did the Conquer-
ing Lamb.
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King became a great leader. This was an obvious and logical
development of his life: 1. his name, a combination of church
(Martin Luther) and state (King) deeply rooted in western trad-
ition and guiding his intellectual development and ego strength;
2. Black tradition, a church based nationality of great collective
commitment, loyalty to leadership, and oratorical skill; 3. Black
movement, a massive political mobilization of Black people to
end all racial obstacles to full democracy; and 4. this era of
world history, a century of great revolutionary change in which

THE TALENTED TENTH

Martin Luther King is the model of excellence for the Black
middle class. He was born into the family of a preacher and
a preachers daughter, and was groomed for leadership of the
major Baptist church in Atlanta, Georgia. He went to major
educational institutions and mastered the basic ideas of Black
people and world history, especially the philosophical and
theological traditions of the west. King took the best family
background, Black education, and white education as the
basis for his life. This represents a great example of Noblesse
Oblige, where the priveleges of birth and education are trans-
lated into community service and participation in political
struggle for civil rights. DuBois called for the Talented Tenth
of college educated Black people to serve the Black community
through their leadership. King is our best exampie of this
20th century prophecy of middle class leadership.

The youth of the Black middle class continued this revolt
against hedonism and seeking personal gain by developing
into SNCC militants in a broad movement for social change,
a movement that shook the country to its very foundation.
However, this has been turned into its opposite. Most of the
Black middle class has turned inward to protect self interest,
and has become self indulgent and hedonistic again, alienated
from the traditions of Black social protest. King is a viable
model for middle class youth to turn away from a life of
privilege and find the kingdom of God in a life of service to
Black people. He worshiped in the temple of mass struggle,
for there is no more holy place than in the battle for Black
liberation.

CONFRONTING RACIST TERROR

After the mass outbursts of Montgomery, sit ins, freedom rides, and massive local
demonstrations throughout the South, racism retaliated with terror through murder
and intimidation. There was the selective assassination of progressive leaders (e.g.,
Kennedy, Medgar Evers, and Malcolm X, etc.), rank and file Black activists (Chaney
in Mississippi), the murder of white movement participants (Goodman and Schwerner
of SNCC in Mississippi, Ms. Liuzzo in Alabama, etc.), and mass murder of four Black
girls through bombing a church during services in Birmingham.

King made a great contribution to this because he was always associated with continu-
ing the struggle. Our response to hard times was to struggle harder. King defied fear
of racism, he stared the devil in the eye and called for all of us to put “our bodies on
the line” in our fight for freedom. But King also limited our orientation to that of
nonviolence, when the USA has laws that far exceed this limitation. It is lawful and
Jjust to protect yourself from annihilation with sufficient arms to deter your assailant.
King was correct in his general posture that our best defense against racist violence is
massive social protest, but he was incorrect in limiting our tactics. In any case, nonvio-
lence has never been and will never be the only tactic that Black people use in their
fight for freedom. The Black community has a lot of experience with white man oppres-
sors, whether in the USA or in South Africa, and will follow Malcolms mandate to fight
for our freedom BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY.
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some leaders are recognized for their leadership into socialism
(e.g., Lenin, Mao,Castro, etc.), some for their leadership of na-
tional liberation struggles (e.g. Amilcar Cabral, Maurice
Bishop, Nelson Mandela, etc.), and some for their leadership
within the imperialist system (e.g. Malcolm X, Fred Hampton,
and Ralph Featherstone). Kings life gives us greater insight
into the following: (1) the Talented Tenth put forward by DuBois,
(2) spontaneous mass protest, (3) confronting white racist terror,
and (4) building Black unity.
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SPONTANEOUS MASS PROTEST

Mass protest by Blacks in the 1960’s burst through the paralysis of the 1950 and caught
everyone off guard. The mainstream social scientists didn't see it coming, the government
was not ready for it, and most Black people thought that economic progress was moving
North and you had to be happy with what you found there. But this was all turned
around by massive protests at the grass roots level, beginning especially with the
1955-1956 Bus Boycott of Montgomery Alabama. King was at the right place at the
right time. At the time, King was pastor of the most powerful Black church, hadn't been
in town long so he didn't have any enemies, and he had powerful contacts coming from
his father and grandfather-in-law.

King was swept into leadership of the spontaneous protests, but was supported by
the solid core of churches and leaders from the resistance (especially the NAACP, trade
unions, and the Black colleges). Aldon Morris sums up this trend: “In this context
movement centers, strategic planning, organizing, charisma, and preexisting institu-
tions were central to the civil rights movement in that they enabled the Black community
effectively to confront an entrenched opposition dedicated to keeping them subservient.”
What King provided was charisma, a necessary but not sufficient quality of leadership.
The great lesson of this campaign is that change is more a result of leadership by
organization than leadership by charisma.

BUILDING THE BLACK UNITED FRONT

King was at the center of the greatest publicity given
to any Black leader ever before. He was given great
awards, and called to private talks with heads of state
and world religious leaders. But, he always based his
motion on building Black unity within the Black com-
munity, and the Black movement. More than the leaders
of the NAACP and the Urban League, King was always
in a dialogue with the various tendencies (from militant
Black nationalists to communists). In fact, he helped us
think about these issues through his writings. A Black
nationalist or a communist should study Kings discus-
sion because he reflects the thinking of so many Black
people. King is the Black theological reflection of the
Black middle class, and this vision is shared by a domin-
ant minority in the Black community. King would sit
and talk with the militant leadership of SNCC as it
moved from the sit ins to Black revolutionary

nationalism, as well as Elijah Muhammad of the Nation
of Islam.

King, at the very end of his life began to made a
decisive turn. He began to turn the civil rights move-
ment into a poor peoples movement. At this stage he
was assassinated. The greatest lesson is that Black
people must unite with poor and oppressed people of all
nationalities to challenge a common enemy, the racist
ruling class and government of the United States of
America. Our angel of light was struck down by the
demon of our day. We must avenge this fallen angel and
fight for revolutionary change that will bring genuine
economic, political and social equality to Black people
and all exploited and oppressed people in the United
States of America.



o e s AT Luther King, J.

WE CAN ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF BLACK LIBERATIONIN THE 1980°S

It is essential that people of good will, particularly Black
people interested in fighting all forms of injustice, make definite
efforts to understand the work and historical significance of
Martin Luther King, Jr. His work must be carefully evaluated

so that his successes can be built upon while avoiding the pitfalls

THE CONTEMPORARY SITUATION

This is a dynamic period, reforms are being swept
away and the moral high ground has been captured
by the conservative forces. Conversely, the more to
the right mainstream politics swings, the more relev-
ant the rebirth of civil rights activism becomes. This
requires us to understand the civil rights movement
of the 1960s even more. All past and current leaders
must be critically reevaluated as the basis for future
struggle.

One of the difficulties in dealing with the work of
Martin Luther King, Jr. is that several forces have
intentionally manufactured myths for their own
ideological and political purposes rather than for the
purpose of Black liberation.

THE ROLE OF KING

Although the end of the Civil War brought the 13th, 14th
and 15th Amendments, constitutional guarantees that es-
tablished Black people’s rights to first class citizenship, a
century later Black people were still segregated and dis-
criminated against in every state. King struggled against
this oppression and became the foremost 20th century
spokesperson for the ideals of American democracy. King
fought for full constitutional rights for Black people. He
provided internationally recognized intellectual leadership
on the issue of human rights. His strategy was based on
a creative synthesis of the thought of Henry David Thoreau
(a USA philosopher), Mahatma Ghandi (an Indian
philosopher), the major western liberal theologians and
the protest tradition of Black people and Black institutions,
particularly the Black church. In recognition of this
achievement he received many honors, most notably the
Nobel Peace Prize (1964). His work to complete the demo-
cratic task begun before the Civil War of providing full
citizenship for Black people made King the leader of the
largest reform movement in American history.

King used his exceptional oratorical skills to penetrate
deep into the hearts and minds of ordinary Black people.
He helped them to identify previously unrecognized inner
strengths. On this basis the potential for mass mobilization
and protest became manifest. In addition King was a leader
through which liberals, intellectuals and progressives of
the protest tradition could reestablish links with the broad
diversity of local community struggles.

King is a Black cultural hero par excellence. He came to
recognize the value of Black consciousness and Black power.
As a Black leader King was an extension of the central
institution of the church. He was trained in the social and
cultural skills necessary for leadership there. Mainly he
had rhetorical resources of great depth and breadth. King
could sermonize as if he had inherited the wisdom of Moses,
the courage of Daniel, the knowledge of DuBois, and the
intimacy of a Black Baptist neighborhood preacher. His
gift was a third generation legacy developed through the
same church for over half a century. King was the heir to
a tradition of leadership, and his leadership was based on
core Black cultural values.

King was president of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference founded in 1956. This organization was
the militant activist wing of the Black church. It was alien-
ated from the old establishment leadership. Its main his-
toric function has been to enhance the political relevancy
of the Black church. When SCLC was one of the really
prominent organizations, Black churches were the main
infrastructure of the civil rights movement. This spread
the influence and prestige of the Black church, and was a
source of new recruitment. It organized an ecumenical
united front by which Blacks could meet with white religi-
ous forces on equal terms toward some goals of benefit to
Black people.

As a Black cultural symbol, rooted deeply in the folk
traditions of the Black Baptist church, King is a link be-
tween the broad masses of Black people and the overall
united front of progressive forces and people of good will to
fight in united fashion, a united front. In essence King was
the greatest example of leadership from the Black middle
class. He articulated a consensus, militant, demanding,
and radical when compared to the policy of the status quo.

MASS PROTEST
IS THE REAL KING LEGACY

MASS PROTEST IS THE REAL KING LEGACY

The essence of the King legacy is fighting for
change through mass protests, incorporating militant
demands into a broad movement consensus.
Nevertheless much of King’s activity was based on
naive reformist commitment to the continuation of
this system. King confronted strong opposition in the
movement from the revolutionary nationalist forces
under the influence of Malcolm X, the militants of
SNCC from within the civil rights movement in the
south, and the street force of the cities who rejected
nonviolence in favor of urban insurrection. In re-
sponse to this opposition King began to make the
self-criticism that he had failed to make an adequate
analysis of power, and that the cost for change would
be greater as economic inequality increasingly be-
came the target of the movement.

King could not deal with the full implications of
the mass motion that was underway. More and more
the revolutionary potential was becoming manifest.
The creative violence of the movement was some-
thing hard for King to come to terms with and so
increasingly his ideas came to break with the objec-
tive motion of the masses. He never understood the
dual character of violence — that of the oppressor and
that of the oppressed. Bishop Tutu and other religious
leaders are being transformed in the liberation strug-
gle of South Africa, and have been moved to admit
that violence is inevitable — the only question is how
much! The oppressor should be opposed and the op-
pressed supported, because they do so in self defense.
For Black people to use violence against racist terror
has been self defense since the slave trade.

In many cases it was SNCC who initiated militant
action (e.g., in Albany, Selma, Chicago, the focus on
power, and opposition to the Vietnam War). King and
SCLC would move in (usually being asked by the
church leadership) and give general leadership of
mass mobilization, media coverage, negotiations, and
settlement. King would then depart, leaving the
tasks of implementation and follow through to the
local leadership. The movement was operating on two
different levels, the local level of concrete and tangi-
ble problems, and the national level of media visibil-
ity and symbolic policy formation. King was more
successful on the national level. Local Black leader-
ship was not given sustained national support. This
was a glaring failure. Protest action led to national
action and a symbolic victory. However such policy
was usually not implemented so local areas would
not experience much concrete change.

In keeping with evaluating the leadership of Black
organizations, King can be evaluated also by the di-
rections taken by his former close associates. There
is no unifying focus now by King’s lieutenants to
build a mass resistance movement. Their main com-
mon approach is to work within the system. Some
have become Black democrats (Jesse Jackson and An-
drew Young), and others Black republicans (James
Bevel, and Ralph Abernathy). Few major institutions
of struggle have been developed, with the notable
exceptions of C. T. Vivian and the Anti-Klan Network,
and Jackson’s Operation PUSH.

In sum, the Black middle class has exhausted its
leadership potential. This class has proven unwilling
to maintain mass political mobilization, and go
beyond reform to revolutionary goals. When King
moved past the middle class norm he was killed for
it. Today, our best case of Black middle class leader-
ship is the Black mayor. Compared to King, Black
mayors cling to reform goals even though sometimes
expressed with militant rhetoric. Even then, the only
real material gain from a Black mayor is more income
and prestige for middle class Blacks.

There are many who would aspire to King’s role.
They continue to intervene in local struggles when
sufficient press coverage is available. The would-be-
Kings are not the problem as much as the media. At
the early stages of a movement the media is more of
adanger than an asset. But, once the basic movement
is organized and politically prepared for struggle,
then using the media effectively is essential for na-
tional and international recognition and support.

Ultimately King fell short of what we need. No
one has yet emerged to give the leadership that is

he encountered. Judicious criticism will help us identify those
lessons that we can use to build our movement. We must avoid
past errors and discard strategies and tactics which are not
applicable to the present.

needed. The new leadership will not appear spontane-
ously as if from heaven, because it will be made right
here on earth by us. What is needed is a new leader-
ship to be the vanguard of the struggle. The spirit of
SNCC, The Black Panther Party, and The African
Liberation Support Committee, must be reborn in a
new organization with its mass base in the churches
and trade unions. Only an independent vanguard of
the Black liberation struggle is in a position to define
and articulate a new vision of a new society, and to
be truly revolutionary in giving leadership to making
this vision concrete.

REFORM AND REVOLUTION

King was a great American and was killed for it.
This is proof that the system is rotten to the core and
must be replaced by a new system. The critical re-
lationship is between reform and revolution. Reform
is concerned with the immediate problems while rev-
olution is about the source of all problems. The road
to revolution goes through the reform struggles. Our
future will be forged in battle, the fight for survival.
Mass mobilization is our only power base, and this
will occur best in struggles over the major issues
facing us at this time.

Economic Exploitation and Poverty: The
capitalist class in the USA is cold blooded in its rip-off
rape of the majority of people in the USA. People of
all nationalities get ripped off. On the political level
we have to fight on all fronts, especially the issues
of jobs, unemployment benefits, health benefits and
the cost of medical care, housing costs and availabil-
ity in the public and private sectors, child care, trans-
portation costs and access, quality of food and cost
of a balanced diet, and availability and cost of com-
munications including telephones and cable televis-
ion. But, we have to go beyond this to evaluate the
fundamental soundness of the capitalist system. The
economic crisis of the late 20th century forces us to
discuss alternatives, especially socialism. By
socialism, we mean a system in which all power rests
fully and completely in the hands of the masses of
people—including Black people—and not in the
hands of politicians whose first loyalty is to protecting
the profits of capitalists. Socialism means a system
in which all wealth and the means of producing
wealth (factories, banks, communication and trans-
portation systems, etc.) are collectively owned by the
people. All exploitation is ended and the surplus that
is produced by the working masses goes to meet the
needs of people (e.g., keeping the schools and hospi-
tals open, lower rents and gas prices, etc.) and not
into the bank accounts of a few wealthy capitalists.
Finally, socialism means putting all of the resources
of the society and the full political power of the gov-
ernment behind ending all forms of oppression—espe-
cially racism and male supremacy. King was becom-
ing more and more critical of capitalism and what
he called the “gulf between superfluous wealth and
abject poverty” which it perpetuates.

Political Repression and Powerlessness: Only in
some parts of the country Black people have achieved
proportionate representation in the political system,
while virtually everywhere Black people get a raw
deal. This means police brutality, more frequent ar-
rests, more frequent convictions, longer sentences,
and general tolerance of violent crime that forces the
majority of Black poor people to live in a constant
state of fear There is a sinister pattern of severe
political repression against militants of the Black
liberation struggle, and the full operation of COIN-
TELPRO seems to be in high gear. This degenerate
political system has failed to produce adequate exp-
lanations of who assassinated Martin Luther King,
or Malcolm, or John E Kennedy. It also fails to ex-
plain why Black people are always on the bottom.
Therefore, we have to take things into our own hands
and do the explaining and the changing of the situa-
tion ourselves, Martin Luther King, Jr. was moving
toward this position. We must keep moving our com-
munity forward.

(continued on page 6)
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SUNDAY
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THEOLOGIANS OF BLACK LIBERATION

Religion has best served Black people when
it has strengthened not weakened the people
through positive identity. Jesus was a Black
Man—and the encouragement of mass
united protest—Jesus was a revolutionary.
The essence of the Black religious experi-
ence is based on Gods mandate to fight
against sin. The greatest sins facing Black
people are white racism and capitalist
economic exploitation. Religion should be
in the street inspiring mass struggle
against all forms of evil. These four great
preachers are among those who have
made religion relevant to Black people.

KEY REFERENCES ON BLACK THEOLOGIANS

Phil Foner, ed., Black Socialist Preacher. San Francisco:
Synthesis Publications, 1983.

Randal Burkett, ed., Black Redemption: Churchmen
Speak for the Garvey Movement. Philadelphia: Temple
University Press, 1978 '
Edwin S. Redkey, ed., Respect Black: The Writings and
Speeches of Henry McNeil Turner. New York: Arno Press
and NY Times, 1971

Earl Ofari, “Let Your Motto Be Resistance”: The Life and
Thought of Henry Highland Garnet. Boston: Beacon,
1972

Malcolm X, The Autobiography of Malcolm X. Assisted

HENRY HIGHLAND GARNET

_ (1815-1882)
Presbyterian Pastor, Orator at National Negro Conventions
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Pastor, M, i
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by Alex Haley, New York: Grove Press, 1965.
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1937: The National Negro Congress
was founded in Chicago. It organ-
ized workers in the C.1.O.

17

1865: The Kiu Kiux Kian, a facist organi-
zation that promotes white su-
premacy, organized in Pulaski,

Tennessee.

18

1688: Quakers of Germantown, Penn-
sylvania made the first formal
protest against slavery in the

western hemisphere.

1909: W.E.B. DuBois
rican Congres
Paris, France.

23

1868: W.E.B. DuBois was born. He was a
writer, an educator, and Fisk
graduate, as well as key architect of
Pan Africanism, Secretary of the
London Pan African Conference in
1900, and participated until 1945
bringing the case against col-
onialism before the world.

— Labor Donated —

24

“Modern imperialism and modern indus-
trialism are one in the same system; root
and branch of the same tree. The race
problem is the other side of the labor
problem; and the Black man's burden is
the white man’s burden.”

W.E.B. DuBois

25

1877: The Hayes-Tilden Betrayal was
announced.

At the Beriin
Europe
Africa.”

1885:
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-SDAY

THURSDAY

GTON WOODBEY

UNKNOWN)
Church, San Diego, CA
resident with Eugene Debs in 1908

GEORGE ALEXANDER MCGUIRE

(1866 — 1934
Bishop, founder, African Orthodox Church
United Negro improvement Association

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

EL HAJJ MALIK EL SHABAZZ
1925 — 1965)

Imam, Sunni Muslim, World Bratherhood of Isiam
Organization of Afro-American Unity

1960: The sit-in movement was launched
by four students in Greensboro,
N.C. This sparked a new phase of
militant Black protest that ex-
posed the national oppression of
Black people in the U.S.A.

5

demonstration in
South Carolina, to
n in bowling alleys
sulting in a police
bruary 8, brutally

students and

6

1973: Native Americans unleashed
armed resistance at Wounded
Knee, South Dakota to protest
government repression. Wound-
ed Knee is a historic site of the
1890 massacre where federal
troops killed over 300 Indians.

v

1974: Grenadaindependence Day.

1926: Negro History Week was founded
by Carter G. Woodson in honor of
Frederick Douglass.

1865: Black Laws of lllinois
were repealed.

3

1964: Malcolm X founded the Organi-
zation for Afro-American Unity.

12

ssociation for the Ad-
Colored People was
igara Falls, NY.

Slave Law was
 made it illegal to
aped slave.

13

1817: Frederick Douglass, ex-slave, ab-
olitionst, and organizer for Black
freedom, was born.

14

1790: Richard Allen, founder of the
African  Methodist  Episcopal
Church was born in Philadelphia.
The development of the indepen-
dent Black church made a major
contribution to the formation and
development of the Afro-American
people as a nationality.

15

1851: Black Abolitionists crashed a
courtroom in Boston to rescue a
fugitive slave.

k2

organized the Pan Af-
s which was held in

20

1895: Frederick Douglass died.

2

1965: Malcolm X was assassinated at
age 39 in the Audubon Ballroom

22

1983: Harold Washington wins Demo-
cratic mayoral primary in
Chicago.

1872: The National United Front of far-
mers, workers and city folk, in
which the Colored National Far-
mers Alliance played a prominent
role, formed a Peoples Partyin St.
Louis and tried to establish itself
as a national third political party.

26

tonference 1884-85,
the “Scramble for

27

“Without struggle there is no progress.”
Frederick Douglass

in New York City.

. . .Political work must be rooted among
the masses and carried out on a profes-
sional level. What is required is that our
feet march in the struggles waged by the
masses, our hearts throb in empathy
with their joys and sorrows, while our
heads rationally use the science of revo-
lution to develop our strategy and tactics.
Peoples College
Editorial for Marxism
and Black Liberation

WHAT IS PEOPLES COLLEGE?
Peoples College is an organization with 15
years experience fighting for Black libera-
tion. The main approach has been to
develop educational activities that expose
people to the history and current suffering
of Black people, and to build a commitment
to fight for basic social change.

Since the people of the USA are facing a
crisis, and are likely to suffer much more in
the near future, UNITY is more critical now
than it has been in the last decade. Peoples
College would like to join with all organiza-
tions willing to fight for Black liberation, and
in the process build a lasting unity.



"ML KING

A Biographical Sketch

ORIGINS AND QUALIFICATIONS

1863

Reverend Adam Daniel Williams born,
maternal grandfather of Martin
Luther King, became pastor of
Ebenezer Baptist Church in 1894

Reverend Martin Luther King Sr
born, became pastor of Ebenezer Bap-
tist Church in 1931

Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. born,
after his sister Willie Christine and be-
fore his brother Alfred Daniel

Entered Morehouse College at the age
of 15

Ordained a Baptist minister by his
father and became Assistant Pastor of
Ebenezer Baptist Church

Graduated from Morehouse College,
BA

Graduated from Crozer Theological
Seminary, BD

Married Coretta Scott King, from Mar-
ion Alabama who graduated from
Antioch College and the New England
Conservatory of Music

1898

1929

1944
1947

1948
1951
1953

1956

Supreme Court Ruling mandates the
integration of buses in Montgomery
thus the bus boycott movement is vic-
torious

The Southern Christian Leadership
Conference is formed and King is
elected the first president

Martin and Coretta attend indepen-
dence celebration in Ghana as guest
of the new President Kwame
Nkrumah

Birth of 2nd child, Martin Luther King
111

Doctor of Humane
Morehouse College
Doctor of Divinity (H), University of
Chicago Theological Seminary

Doctor of Humanities (H), Howard
University

First book, Stride Toward Freedom:
The Montgomery Story, Harper and
Row

Doctor of Laws (H), Morgan State Col-
lege

The Measure of A Man, Christian Edu-
cation Press

1957

Letters (H),

1958

1959

1962 Doctorof Civil Laws (H), Bard College

1963 Birth of 4th child, Bernice Albertine
Beginning of the Birmingham cam-
paign, Black people experienced the
most savage reign of terror during the
entire 1960’

Second book, Strength to Love, Harper
and Row

I Have A Dream speech delivered Au-
gust 28th at the March on Washington
The assassination of Medgar Evers,
NAACP leader of Mississippi

The assassination of John Kennedy,
President of the U.S.A.

Third book, Why We Can’t Wait, Harper
and Row

Doctor of Laws (H), Yale University
Doctor of Laws (H), Jewish Theological
Seminary

Nobel Peace Prize awarded in Oslo
Norway

1964

THE CHALLENGE OF BLACK POWER

Martin and Coretta travel to Indiaand 1988 The assassination of Malcolm X
meet with Prime Minister Nehru 1966 King expands his work to the north
THE MAKING OF A NEW MINISTRY Chicago " Peen to end slums in
THE AMERICAN TEST OF NONVIOLENCE Chicago
: King joins Mississippi march after
1960 King moves to Atlanta and becomes James Meridith was shot, and was con-
1954 Installed as 20th pastor of the Dexter co-pastor with his father of Ebenezer fronted by the new SNCC slogan Black
Avenue Baptist Church in Montgom- Baptist Church Power
ery, Alabama The sit-in movement launched by four
1988 Birth of Ist child, Yolanda Denise students in Greensboro, NC ’ 1967 E%l;gth book, Where Do We Go From
ghr:]i)duated from Boston University, 19@1 Birth of 3rd child, Dexter Scott SCLC forms the Poor Peoples Cam-
Rosa Parks beins the M The Albany campaign begins leading paign to unite poor whites and Blacks
e B e e BN to mass arrests, but the goals of the 1968 Fifth book, Trumpet of Conscience
| l;fs fog colt;:l;:;ot’em r:-lovement WMC protests were not attained THE ASSASSINATION OF
A 9E'8 ayxa Doctor of Laws (H), Lincoln University MARTIN LUTHER KING
(Continued from page 3 )

Freedom for South Africa: The fight for South Af-
rica is critical. Black people the world over must de-
stroy all forms of white colonialism before the 21st
century. South Africa is the key. Reagan and his
moral majority cronies are firmly lined up with the
racist white minority and British liberals against
the Black and Indian communities. We must take up
this fight and start a new mass form of protest:

Free
South

Africa!

Campaign

For One Million Signs

Everyone should get cans of spray paint and
make signs. For every Black murdered make
100 signs. Put the subject on everyone’s mind.
Every bench, bus stop, side walks, construction
sites, boarded up buildings, and bill boards
should have signs. The campaign for one million
signs should involve everyone reading this.

War and the Nuclear Threat: Big countries with
nuclear weapons continue the arms race and place
all of humanity under the threat of annihilation.
Nothing good can come out of this type of war. Today
there are limited wars being fought all over the globe
between imperialist powers and national liberation
forces. This is particularly acute in Central America
(especially Nicaragua and El Salvador), the Carib-
bean (Grenada, Puerto Rico, Haiti, Jamaica,
Trinidad, and Antigua), the Middle East (the Pales-
tinian Question), and Africa (South Africa, Namibia,
and Eritrea). We must give total support to opposing
nuclear war, and full support as well to forces fighting
wars of national liberation against imperialism, the
international system of economic exploitation, polit-
ical domination and social oppression by capitalism.
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SUMMARY

The overall main aspect of King is that he is the
personification of the mainstream of the Black com-
munity in opposition to oppression. He was mainly
against racism, and he led the assault on segregation
in the interest of all Black people. He grew with the
movement, not as the vanguard, but as part of its
critical consensus. The unity of Malcolm and Martin
could have been the highest form of consensus, a
critical consensus for Black resistance. We don’t need
King to come back, we can’t have him back. We must
carry on. He would have demanded we do s0. And we
must not mimic King. Rather we must stand on his
shoulders and go beyond him.

King was a master preacher from a strong tradi-
tion. We have thousands of such great preachers.
What we lack are local movements fighting against
the system, and where our great voices can be an
expression of our collective fight back. Otherwise its
just a rap. The point is to change the world, not just
talk about it. King would have wanted it that way.

Black people are in desperate need of King’s mes-
sage. These are the days when evil is reigning all
over the world — Reagan, the devil, postures as a
saint with one foot in heaven, while imperialism
forces genocidal conditions on Black people
everywhere in the world. Racism and greed are the
two greatest sins in the world. King, as Jesus, and
many others before him, gave his life so that we might
live. Now, we have a lot of study and teaching to do.
Our people are on the bottom! Let us begin our long
march into a new world in the the 21st century.



From Race to Class -
The practical cost of change for the
point has been cheap. Thehmlt oform
at bargain rates. There are noe: :
required, for Negroes to shai'e
parks, hotels and other
psychological adjustment:
exaggerated the emotiond
demands for new cof
Southerners may
did not collapse,
Even the more!

beynnd mtagratlpgflmm

me Race 1o Class
- Negroes have irrevocably undermined the foundations
of Southern segregation; they have assembled the power
‘through self-organization and coalition to place their
_demandson all significant national agendas. And beyond
“this, they have now accumulated the strength to change
" the quality and substance of their demands. From issues
of personal dignity they are now advancing to programs
that impinge upon the basic system of social and economic
control. At this level Negro programs go beyond race and
deal with economic inequality, wherever it exists. In the
pursuit of these goals, the white poor become involved, and
the potentiality emerges for a powerful new alliance.
Where Do We Go From Here? (p. 17)
thk Identity
The tendency to ignore the Negro’s contribution to
American life and strip him of his personhood is asoldas
the earliest history books and as contemporary as the
“morning’s newspaper. To offset this cultural homicide, the
Negro must rise up with an affirmation of his own
“Olympian manhood. Any movement for the Negro's
freedom that overlooks this necessity is only waiting to be
_buried. As long as the mind is enslaved the body can never
be free. Psychological freedom, a firm sense of self-esteem,
10t powerful weapon against the long night of
. No Lincolnian Emancipation Procl
an or Johnsonian civil nght.s

* painful and explo:ted that hsstory has
ck and comely.” This self-affirmation is the
need made oompelimg by ﬂm white man’s

Where Da We Go Fmrm Here? (pp. 43-44}

j @ﬂmwmmdemmmm,mmm
Yerinjails, bdeiposedtobulletsanddynamxte'l‘he
i }edawantoffamﬂu

era to.era. It 1s Iogica

1 cmtm to resist o
8s. Out o unity, out of the
her, forges will come,The inner stre

make us whole again. - : Fat
- ‘Where Do sz Go me Here? (p 108)

ed Front

are already structured fomes in the Negm '
ity that can serve as the basis for building a
united front—the Negro church, the Negro press,
egro fraternities and sororities, and Negro profes-
al associations. We must admit that these forces have
er given their full resources to the cause of Negro
iberation. There

ture good “over yonder” that they
o adjust to the present evils “over
apers have veered away from
ansamtatmg for soc:al

degenerated into snc
fnvol:tf‘éhﬂd t.rlvxal actunty But
ot.be

as a group. :
Where Da

Where Do We Go From Here? (pp 5-6)_

_&hgbﬁ!?dhmeslhmbeenaakedwhywehaveallowad i,

till too many Negro churches that

The admlmsln'atwns-
initiate a study and call
I take prayer too seriously to use it 2
work and responsibility. vern ‘
more wealth and power than has e '
‘history of the world,and"“oﬁersnomm than this, it is

worse than blind, it is pmneahve. It is paradoxical but
fair to say that Neg'm 18 incited less on ghetto
street corners than in t.bb'halls of Congress

-anet of Conscience (p. 59)

anolution ;

The dispossessed of thm nat.xon-——the poor, both white
and Negro—live ina eruelly unjust society, They must.
organize a revolution against that injustice, not against
the lives of the persons who are their fellow cmzema but
against the structures through which the society is -
refusing to take means wh been called far, i
which are at hand to i

_ ces t.hat keep them'

it. Dlsmhented people all over the world are
1 and economic wounda

brigades of ambularice’

m;l lights of the present system untll

solv

the nation. In the struggle agai
‘of the society, decent values were pre
significant body of young people learne
the tyrannieal forces that were crushi
stature and meaning to their li
youth who in alliance fought
the status quo inspired e
mission, and both gave
self-sacrifice and dedice

gthem the

e Negro and Wh
engagements

h a sense of moral
,fxample of

pet of Conscience (p. 47)

structures will follow, if we keep
pirit. Perhaps the structural forms
other countries, propelled by another
he shaping of history.

have much time. The revolutionary spirit
wld-wide. If the anger of the peoples of the
ie injustice of things is to be channeled into a

gently, with all the peoples, to shape a new weg
Trumpet of Conscie

orms of Protest

In the South, a march was a social e

North, it is a faint, brief exclamatiop

Trumpét

in of love and creativity, we must begin now to

donary times; all over the globe men
d systems of exploitation and
and barefoot people of the land
“The people that walked in
hght ” We in the West must

¥umpet of Conscience (p. 33)
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bw stage of struggle can
ntoa constructive
inctioning of a elty

dec.de.xﬁtl :

and even these were only partiall
futility and frustration spread and cholwd
hardened ‘white attltudea:" ,

The White Man

law by the white man over thy

- In using the term “white maj

: in general terms the Negro's adves
- “encomipass all ‘white people.

are 1!‘tﬂhons who have

morally risen above prevailing préjudices. They aré willing

1o share power and to accept structural alterations of

iety even. at the cost of tradltlonal prmlege To deny

gic eonditions bei:m

islarn
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Our course of action must e neither in pasq ,

relyuig On_persuasion nor 1m§ctwély succum‘b{i
“wiolentrehellion, but in a highe®synthesis that yeecﬁi-. '
- giles the truths. of these two opposites while avoiding .

', ;‘* ﬂmé inadequaejés and ineffectiveness of both. ' |

Martin Luther King, Jr.

1929 - 1968
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